
October 26, 2020 
 
Via email and regular mail 
 
Michael Sherwin 
Acting United States Attorney 
District of Columbia 
555 4th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
 
Dear Mr. Sherwin: 
 

As former members of the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia, 
we write to express our support for the effort to implement meaningful reforms in response to the 
crisis in our criminal justice system. 

 
Today we face a national reckoning over systemic failures in the criminal justice system. 

The tragic killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and many other Black people at the hands 
of the police have provoked outrage and galvanized support for changing the rules that govern 
policing.  But racial injustice persists at every stage of the criminal justice process, from 
charging decisions to sentencing to incarceration. 

 
As the largest U.S. Attorney’s Office in the nation and the only federal office responsible 

for prosecuting local crimes, our Office has a unique obligation to take a stand against this 
injustice and to serve as a national leader in the quest for racial equality.   

 
To this end, a Working Group of Black AUSAs recently has developed a compelling and 

constructive set of recommendations.  These recommendations address both internal changes to 
the office and significant policy reforms.  Internally, the group recommends the appointment of a 
Diversity and Inclusion Office and a Restorative Justice and Diversion Coordinator, as well as 
the adoption of robust implicit bias training for the staff.  The group also recommends a set of 
important policy proposals.  These proposals focus on charging decisions in gun possession cases 
and building a stronger relationship with the D.C. community.  As the working group points out, 
prosecutors must take tangible steps to understand the needs and circumstances of local residents 
and to earn the trust of the community they serve.  

 
As a proud group of former USAO-DC prosecutors, many of whom served in various 

roles in the Department of Justice over many years, we are bound by our dedication to the Office 
and to the cause of justice.  We are heartened by reports that the Office is reviewing the working 
group’s concerns.  Internal discussion of these issues and the working group’s recommendations 
will make the Office stronger and ensure it is evolving to meet the needs of a changing city.   

 
At the same time, we firmly believe that concrete action is imperative now.  It is time to 

institute measures—along the lines of those recommended by the working group—that make the 
criminal justice system more just and fair.  Our Office, working with the defense bar and the 
bench, should be leading the way on these reforms. 



 
We appreciate your consideration of our views and look forward to continuing to support 

the mission of the Office going forward. 
 
SIGNED: 
 
Denise M. Abrahams 
Anthony Asuncion 
David H Baum 
M. Jeffrey Beatrice 
Alex J. Bourelly 
Mary Patrice Brown 
Steve Bunnell 
Preston Burton 
Anjali Chaturvedi 
Matthew P. Cohen 
Vincent Cohen 
Kate Connelly 
Cormac T. Connor 
Jeffrey Cook 
James W. Cooper 
Colleen Covell 
William Dempster 
Thomas A. (Tad) DiBiase 
Debra N. Diener 
Wanda J. Dixon 
Nancy Doyle 
Scott L Fredericksen 
Shana LaVerne Fulton 
Douglas Gansler 
Julie Grohovsky 
Jonathan Haray 
Sherri Evans Harris 
Timothy J. Heaphy 
 

Kim Herd 
Judith Hetherton 
Julieanne Himelstein 
Sunny Hostin 
Teresa Howie 
Glenn F. Ivey 
Amy Jeffress 
June M. Jeffries 
Valinda Jones 
Matt Jones 
Clifford T. Keenan 
Glenn Kirschner 
Mary Lou Leary 
Maria N Lerner 
Suzanne Libby 
Rachel Lieber 
Debra L. Long-Doyle 
Erin Lyons 
Ronald C. Machen 
Michael L. Martinez 
Jerry D. Massie 
Steven McCool 
Robert M. Morgan 
Cassie Motz 
Vasu Muthyala 
SuzAnne Nyland 
Allen O'Rourke 
Carol Fortine Ochoa 
 

Matthew G. Olsen 
Steven W. Pelak  
Patricia L. Petty  
Channing Phillips 
John P. Pierce 
Patricia A. Riley 
Silvia Gonzalez Roman 
Adam L. Rosman 
Sylvia Royce 
Cynthia Schnedar 
Tina Sciocchetti 
Holly Shick 
Karen Shinskie (Ditzler) 
Deborah Sines 
Miriam Smolen 
Stephen R. Spivack 
Jelahn Stewart 
Diane M. Sullivan 
Barbara "Biz" Van Gelder 
Ken Wainstein 
Robert L. Walker 
Pat Munroe Woodward, 
Jr. 
Chun T. Wright 
Wendy Wysong 
Dan Zachem 
Daria J. Zane 
Thomas E. Zeno 
 


